Dear Parishioners,
I would like to assure you of my daily prayers in this time that keeps us physically apart. I have
asked that we focus on prayer during this time and unite our sacrifices with those of our
Lord. Jesus spent time in the desert facing down temptation, He often went off by Himself to
pray. I truly believe that this time allows us to join our Lord in a particularly deep way. I am
including my request that we all take this time to focus on prayer rather than making attempts to
gather, even virtually. While conference calling and other electronic methods of continuing to
hold meetings fulfill the “Stay-at-Home” requirements, they can distract us from other spiritual
opportunities.
All activities at St. Joan of Arc were suspended beginning at 9 am on Friday, March 13. This
still indefinite suspension of all activities remains in effect at least through the end of the
governor’s Executive “Stay-at-Home” Order. This includes all video conferencing and virtual
meetings. Please stay tuned to flocknote for more information on the relief of the suspensions as
it becomes available. If you know of someone who is not receiving the flocknotes, please
encourage them to set up a profile by visiting www.flocknote.com/SJOAPowell or texting
SJOAPowell to 84576.
Bishop Brennan has asked that we evaluate everything on a “three-week rolling” period. Our
leadership team is in constant communication about the activities of the parish and is doing just
that. We remain committed to permitting activities at St. Joan of Arc as soon as we are certain it
is safe to do so.

Building and Staffing
St. Joan of Arc is closed until the time when the government, state and local health, and
Diocesan authorities deem it safe to once again engage in person-to-person contact.
Staff will be working from home during this time. The office will be closed to general and outside
foot traffic. All parish business will be conducted through email or phone. Staff will

check email and voicemail frequently. If contacting any staff member by email, please be sure to
copy Business Manager Dan Davis (ddavis@stjoanofarcpowell.org) if your email is to a member
of the business staff, or Mission Director Paul Davis (pdavis@stjoanofarcpowell.org) if your
email is to a member of the pastoral staff. This ensures that your emails are being responded to
in a timely manner.

Mass and Sacraments
All Sunday and Daily Masses are suspended through Easter Sunday. Catholics in Ohio are
dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass by the Bishops of Ohio through Easter
Sunday. The next potential Mass we will have is Easter Monday, but that is not yet a guarantee.
We will keep you informed, but in the meantime, we will continue to offer Sunday Mass at the
rectory and hope to make it available through all of our communication channels.
Confessions are not available at this time. Priests must abide by the “Stay-at-Home” order and
are not able to hold office hours or make home visits during this time.
The Parish Lenten Penance Service scheduled for Tuesday, March 24 at 7 pm is canceled.
The Sacred Triduum and all Easter Masses will be celebrated in the Rectory and made
available through our communication channels. The Congregation for Divine Worship and
Discipline of the Sacraments issued a Decree on March 19, at the direction of Pope Francis. The
Decree notes that the dates of the Sacred Triduum and Easter, as well as Pentecost cannot
change. The Decree also offered ritual changes to these celebrations this year. Things such as the
“Washing of the Feet” and the “Easter Fire” will not happen this year. We look forward to
celebrating the full ritual next Holy Week.
Confirmation on Saturday, April 18 and First Communion on Saturday, April 25 are
currently up in the air. We will inform families of any changes as soon as we are able.
We currently have no weddings scheduled during this shut down period. Weddings scheduled
beginning at the end of April will be assessed on a case-by-case basis, depending on the
directives from the Bishop and the Governor. As we get closer, clergy will reach out to couples
directly with any updates.
Funerals are not currently being celebrated. All arrangements should be made through the
funeral directors at local funeral homes. We are encouraging families to schedule a Memorial
Mass once the restrictions have been lifted.

Anointing of the Sick is currently not permitted. We hope to be able to provide this beautiful
Sacrament as soon as we are able.
All baptisms and baptism instruction classes are canceled. The parish office has reached
out to re-schedule all baptisms that were on the books. New baptisms will be scheduled as soon
as we are able.
Stations of the Cross are canceled. We plan to livestream Stations of the Cross on Friday
evenings through our communication channels. More information will be provided soon.
Eucharistic Adoration was suspended beginning at 8 am on Friday, March 13. This
suspension will last through at least April 12, Easter Sunday.
Homebound Ministry should refrain from their weekly visits. Homebound ministers are
encouraged to call those they visit often to continue their relationships. Homebound ministers
are also encouraged to refer to the letter regarding this ministry sent out on March 11.

Music Ministry
All Music Ministry activities are canceled until further notice.

Youth Faith Formation
All PSR classes are suspended until further notice. PSR classes were not held beginning on
Sunday, March 15. Students currently preparing for the Sacraments of First Holy Communion
and Confirmation will be sent information through flocknote to continue preparation for the
Sacraments. This information will be communicated through the Youth Faith Formation Staff.
PSR Registration for next academic year will be reimagined. More information on this will be
shared in the coming days by our Youth Faith Formation staff.
Totus Tuus and VBS are currently set to happen as scheduled. Information on registration will
be communicated through our Youth Faith Formation staff.
All Youth Ministry events, both Middle School and High School are suspended until further
notice. This includes any events that are scheduled off-site.
As with Eucharistic Adoration, all Adoration with Children sessions currently scheduled are
suspended until further notice.

Adult Faith Formation
All Adult Faith Formation activities are suspended until further notice.
This includes the last two sessions of our large group study “No Greater Love” that were
scheduled for last week. These sessions will be rescheduled for a later date.
Walking with Purpose, Date Night, Upper Room, and Men’s Ministry (Iron
Sharpens Iron) are encouraged to pick up where they left off once it is considered safe to meet
again. There should be no virtual meetings during this time.
Men’s and Women’s Retreat teams are encouraged to continue planning, but all meetings
will be suspended until further notice.
All Moms Ministry meetings are currently suspended.
RCIA candidates and catechumens will be brought into the Sacramental life of the Church at
Pentecost if the current restrictions are lifted.

Missionary Discipleship and St. Teresa’s Outreach
All Missionary Discipleship activities taking place at St. Joan of Arc are suspended with the
exceptions listed below.
The Respect Life/Knights of Columbus public showing of the movie Unplanned scheduled
for Saturday, March 28 will be rescheduled.
The Golden Classics, English Language Learners, Divorce Support, Quilters,
and Knitters should not meet until further notice.
St. Teresa’s Outreach activities to feed the hungry (e.g. Bread Runs, JOIN, Help My
Neighbor) may continue at the discretion of the STO leadership and the pastor and at the
discretion of the pantries and organizations they serve.
Senior Companions and anyone who regularly visits people in their home on behalf of STO
should refrain from doing so until further notice.

Anyone needing assistance with food should contact St Teresa's Outreach through the parish
phone number (614-761-0905, extension 5) or by email. St. Teresa's Outreach staff and
volunteers are continuing to respond to requests as best as they can.
We are grateful for the wonderful turnout and donations yesterday, March 22. Pictures are
attached. We collected what we normally would in three weeks, and sent two cars to Help My
Neighbor and two cars to JOIN. The support was greatly appreciated. We are determining if this
activity can continue because of the Executive “Stay-at-Home” Order, and will be in touch with
you later in the week with further details.

We are in continual contact with the entities we serve and will continue work to
meet their most immediate needs. Please consider financially supporting these outreach
efforts as described in the “Online Giving” section at the bottom of this flocknote.

Parish Life
All Parish Life Group meetings are canceled until further notice.
The Festival Committee meetings are suspended until further notice. No virtual meetings
should be held. Early work can continue through email as you are able.
The Men’s Club flower sale fundraiser information and order form can be found on the parish
website. All orders must be mailed to the parish, or put in the mailbox. No drop-offs into the
building can be accepted.
All future meetings of our Parish Life groups and the Parish Life Committee are suspended
until further notice.

Expanding the Foundation/Offertory/Online Giving
Campaign pledges are still welcome and needed. I was excited to learn last week that we have
officially gone over the $3 Million mark. This is truly a testament to the generosity of our
parishioners.
In order that we might continue our charitable works to the poor and to make sure the parish
savings does not take too much of a hit, we are encouraging everyone who is able to switch their
weekly offerings to Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). This can be done through visiting the
“online giving” tab on the parish website, or by clicking HERE. There is also an option to give to
STO. This is how we plan to give to the food pantries during this time.
These changes in our lives are temporary. We will return to celebrating the Sacraments together
and gathering in our groups and ministries soon. I ask that until then, we remain together in
prayer and caring for our loved ones.
God Bless you.
Rev. James P. Black
Pastor

